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Urban  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1932. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Calverley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  village 
for  1932. 

During  the  First  Quarter  of  the  year  we  had  Influenza  amongst  the  Adults  and  Chicken  Pox 
amongst  the  children. 

During  the  Second  Quarter  of  the  year  we  had  several  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  the  usual  chest 
ailments. 


During  the  Third  Quarter  of  the  year,  nothing  of  note. 

During  the  Fourth  Quarter  of  the  year,  nothing  of  note,  until  December,  when  we  commenced 
an  Influenza  Epidemic. 

1932  could  be  looked  upon  as  a healthy  year  as  regards  the  amount  of  sickness  which  occurred. 

Population.  The  Population  estimated  up  to  the  end  of  1932  is  3,632,  a decrease  of  17  on 

that  of  1931. 


Births.  There  were  41  live  births  registered  during  the  year,  23  males  and  18  females. 

There  were  4 still  births  registered,  3 males  and  1 female.  There  were  3 illegitimate 
births  registered,  2 males  and  1 female. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  that  for  England  and 
Wales  was  15.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Deaths. 


There  were  58  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  23  males  and  35  females. 
Of  these  58  deaths,  16  took  place  outside  the  village — 5 in  Clayton,  1 in  St.  Luke’s, 
Bradford,  1 in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford,  2 in  the  Leeds  Infirmary,  1 in 
Leeds  City  Fever  Hospital,  1 in  Nursing  ^ome,  Leeds,  4 in  private  houses,  1 in 
a field.  There  was  one  death  due  to  a Motor  Accident. 

The  Death  Rate  is  16.7.  That  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.0.  I regret  to 
state  that  there  have  been  more  deaths  during  1932  than  in  any  year  as  far  back 
as  I can  go,  and  that  is  to  the  year  1891,  that  is  41  j’-ears. 


The  average  age  at  death  was  57.9  year.s. 
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Deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages  : — 
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Deaths  occurred  from  the  following  causes  : — 
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Other  Defined  Causes. 
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Infantile  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  there  were  3 Cases  of  Infantile  Mortality. 

Mortality.  One  a child  of  2 days  from  Inanition  ; one  a child  of  2 hours  from  premature 

birth  and  cranial  injuries,  and  one  a child  of  1 month  from  convulsions  and  enteritis. 
So  Ave  have  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  73.17  per  1,000  births  registered,  that 
for  England  and  Wales  was  G5. 


There  was  no  case  of  Maternal  Mortality. 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 


There  were  19  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  these  cases  occurred  in  all  parts  of 
the  village,  4 taking  place  in  one  family,  3 in  another,  and  2 in  another.  There 
was  1 Case  of  Diphtheria,  2 Cases  of  Erysipelas,  and  1 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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The  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  Cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  all 
recovered.  Every  care  is  taken  in  speedy  removal  of  all  Cases  to  Hospital,  and 
the  stoving  of  rooms,  clothing  and  bedding. 


I am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  more  advantage  of  this  form  of  Preventive 
Medicine  is  not  taken. 


Estate  Water  Supply.  I have  had  no  complaints  as  to  shortage,  quality  or  force.  I have  had  samples 
of  Drinking  Water  taken  from  a tap  at  No.  6 Capel  Street,  on  January  6th  and 
January  9th,  1933,  and  had  them  analysed,  bacteriologically  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Wakefield,  and  chemically  by  The  County  Analyst’s  Office,  Bradford. 
Appended  are  the  Reports  ; — 

County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Bacterial  Content. — Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  gelatine 
plates,  incubated  for  3 days  at  room  temperature  _ 56  per  c.c.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  Organisms  developing  on  Agar  plates  incubated  for  3 
days  at  37°  c.  = 40  per  c.c.  of  water. 

Bacillus  Coli  present  in  10  c.c.,  but  not  in  5 c.c.  of  water. 

Bacillus  enteritidiS  Sporogeues. — Not  present  in  5 or  10  c.c.  of  water. 

The  above  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

Signed,  P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

13^A.  January,  1933. 


County  Analyst’s  Office,  Bradford. 

Description — Tap  No.  6,  Capel  Street. 

Total  Solid  Mattel's 

...  20.00 

Chlorine  (combined) 

1.30 

Nitrates 

...  None. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

.275 

Free  Ammonia 

None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

...  .0035. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F ... 

— 

Lead  ... 

...  None. 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale) 

...  15.00. 

Temporar}''  Hardness. 

Permanent  Hardness. 

In  its  present  condition,  and  judged  merely  from  the  chemical  standpoint 
this  water  is  Organically  pure  and  safe  for  drinking  purposes.  It  has  received 
some  unfiltered  drainage  in  times  past,  but  this  is  now  Oxidised  and  harmless. 
The  Water  is  about  4 times  as  hard  as  a good  soft  water,  but  that  is  not  excessive. 
We  should  pass  it  as  safe  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


{Signed),  RICHARDSON  & JAFFE. 


/ 


Scavenging. 

There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  this  during  the  past  year,  more  method 
and  more  frequent  removal  being  adopted. 

Cowsheds  and 
Dairies. 

I have  visited  these  and  found  them  complying  with  the  Act,  more  cleanliness 
in  sheds,  cattle  and  persons  attending  them  being  exhibited. 

The  reports  from  the  West  Riding  Veterinary  Surgeons  on  the  health  of  the 
cows  and  the  quality  of  the  milk  are  satisfactory. 

Slaughterhouses 
and  Bakehouses. 
Mills  and 
Workshops. 

I have  periodically  visited  these  and  found  them  satisfactory.  ^ 

I have  inspected  these  and  found  them  clean,  well  ventilated  and  white- 
washed. 

Canal  Boats. 

These  are  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

Caravans. 

I have  visited  these  from  time  to  time.  I found  them  on  the  whole,  clean 
and  tidy,  both  inside  and  outside  as  far  as  the  Vans  themselves  are  concerned. 

The  ground  surrounding  them  could  be  much  improved  by  more  care  being  shown 
by  the  occupants  in  preventing  an  accumulation  of  litter.  The  Sanitary  arrange- 
ments are  not  good  by  any  means. 

There  is  a tendency  for  the  number  of  Vans  to  decrease,  which  is  all  to  the  good. 

I had  occasion  to  visit  a patient  in  one  van,  during  the  heavy  snow  this  year, 
and  found  the  whole  ground  where  the  Vans  are  in  a most  dangerous  and  deplorable 
condition  (still  this  was  exceptional  weather). 

The  Park  and 
Playing  Fields. 

Much  thought  and  care  has  been  exercised  in  improving  these,  both  in  useful- 
ness and  appearance,  and  are  a great  boon  to  both  young  and  old,  as  a place  for 
rest  or  healthy  recreation.  I cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  Council  to  continue 
their  endeavours  in  making  these  places  more  useful  and  attractive. 

Sewerage. 

There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  this,  since  the  extension  has  been 
completed. 

The  Privies  at  Lydgate  Mills  have  been  converted  into  Water  Closets. 

The  Privies  at  the  Church  Schools  have  likewise  been  converted,  this  was  a 
very  necessary  alteration. 

There  have  been  many  other  conversions  on  private  property. 

The  Old  Sewage  Plant  has  been  vacated  and  the  Sewerage  is  now’  being 
treated  by  Leeds  at  Rodley. 

The  Tip  at  Rodley  Fold  is  well  kept. 

The  Churchyard  extension  has  been  completed,  and  now'  the  Village  is  provided 

W’ith  a burial  ground,  w’hich  should  serve  for  a very  long  period  of  time. 

Before  closing  my  report,  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  several  unsightly  areas  in  the 
Village  where  property  has  been  demolished  and  the  stone,  etc.,  left  ; also  various  corners  where  refuse 
is  dumped  from  gardens.  Tlie  Village  would  be  greatly  improved  in  appearance  by  the  removal  of  these 


heaps  of  rubbish. 

I have  the  honour.  Gentlemen,  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN  A.  A.  HUGHES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Shaftesbury  House, 

Calverley, 

May,  1933 


